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What is a geographical entity?
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There are different ways to represent a domain 
(of interest)

There can be multiple, equally valid and 
overlapping perspectives on a domain

A perspective is an act of cognitively partitioning 
a domain, an act that draws a mental division 

between those entities upon which we are 
focusing on and those which fall outside our 

(domain of) interest
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ISOs can potentially represent any domain

different ISOs can represent either the same domain or 
different domains

no way to represent a domain is in principle excluded

any domain can be represented by adopting multiple, 
equally valid and overlapping perspectives

a representation provides a perspective on a domain

not all perspectives are necessarily veridical and/or 
effective representations of a domain. (Some of them can 
be veridical and/or effective for some but not for others)

a perspective (also) is involved in outlining a domain

every perspective (cognitively) partitions a domain into 
different entities

no way to partition a domain is in principle excluded

no entity is in principle excluded from or included in the 
partitioning 6



ISOs’ development

(entities, partitioning, systematizing, 
representational primitives)
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ISOs’ design 

(procedural approaches, principles, languages)
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